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cated much of their knowledge to the common
people, those then who still pretended to be some-
thing beyond the rest of the world, were obliged to
go higher in their studies, and inquire into nature,
view the aspect of the heavens, calculate the mo-
tions of the stars, and especially dwell upon their
influences in human affairs, which is since called
astrology.

By this study they obtained the name of south-
sayers and astrologers, added to that of magicians,
which they had before: and on the foot of these
studies they interpreted dreams, explained good
and bad omens, foretold events, and perhaps played
some legerdemain tricks too, to impose upon the
world, as their worthy successors do to this day;
and, in a word, it is likely they did all those things
then, which these people do now, of whom we say,
with more freedom perhaps than truth, that they
deal with the Devil.

Not that those people were charged, at least not
yet, with any criminal conversation with the old
gentleman; nor, if I understand how the case stood
with Satan at that time, had he any manner of oc-
casion for them, but did his business quite another
way; for the Devil had altars and temples of his
own, was another kind of a king in those days than
he has appeared to be since: then he gave audience
in form of a deity, and saw himself worshipped like
a god almost throughout the whole world: here,
under the name of Baal; there, Moloch; here in
one manner, there in another: nor had the God of
heaven one temple in the world, when the Devil had
a great many scattered here and there, almost in
every nation. I assure you, however modern
writers think fit to represent him, he scorned in
those days to go about like a poor shabby out-at-
heels devil, as he has done since, and may perhaps
be now. No, he appeared in state, and as he